PITCH AND TAKE DOWN A TENT

Presentation Plan – 10 minutes

Your goals as an instructor:
	Take a “routine” skill and make it interesting. Get scouts to learn some helpful hints.


Materials:
	Several tents. If time is short, have a few of them partially set up already (poles in, frame up). Also create a board for top 5 tips. Bring a few Ziploc bags in case we’re missing stake bags.


Preparation:
	Practice! Prepare tips board. Set up tents (recruit help).


Other notes:

	It’s best to teach this skill outdoors where you can actually pitch and stake down a tent.


1. Goals: At the end of this presentation, participants should be able to…
	Hi, I’m _______. We’re going to talk about how to pitch a tent and how to roll it back up.


2. Discovery: What do they already know? What do they need to know?
	[?] Who’s pitched a tent before?
[?] Who’s taken a tent down and rolled it back up?
[?] Who’s ever had trouble getting it back in the bag?
- We’re going to talk about a few tips, including things you can do to make it easier to pack up (“top 5” board). 


3. Teaching and learning: Explain, Demonstrate, and Guide the learner through the skill.
	If needed, ask scouts to identify the main parts of the tent (tent, fly).

Go through steps. At each step, ask what we should do next. After correct answer, have a scout demonstrate.

Show each tip on the board when you get to it. Have scouts repeat it after you.

Pitching the tent:

· Set up frame poles.

· Clip tent to poles.

· Stake it down. [Tip #1: Stake the opposite corners first.]
· Put pole in fly.

· Attach fly (four corners, Velcro underneath, and stake the sides).

· [Tip #2: The bag goes in the tent.]
Taking it down (time travel… it’s the end of the campout already…):

· Remove the fly.

· Leave door open. [Tip #3: Roll toward the open door.]
· Remove poles; fold them up and store in pole bag.

· Remove stakes and put them all in stake bag.

· Fold tent, leaving the open door at the end.
· Fold fly, then put on top of tent with pole bag. [Tip #4: Roll it all together.]
· Roll and put away. [Tip #5: Roll it tight.] (Tell story of Eagle #65 Stu Linden, champion tent roller.)


4. Application: Enable the learner to apply the skill or knowledge they have learned.
	Break into groups of 2 or 3. Each group pitch a tent, show it to instructor, then take it down and roll it. If not enough time, start with a tent that’s already pitched and just practice rolling.


5. Evaluation: Did we reach the goals?
	Review five tips. Ask everyone to repeat together.



Summary: Your closing message—final thoughts.
	Remember these tips. Anyone can put up and take down a tent. But a real scout does it right.
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