MAP SYMBOLS





Presentation Plan – 10 minutes

Your goals as an instructor:
	Know the skill before I teach. The Scouts should see that I know what I’m doing. Keep everyone involved and let them learn by doing.


Materials:
	Two mounted topographic maps; map symbol flash cards; contour line matching cards.


Preparation:
	Practice!


Other notes:

	This is a good skill to teach before an inter-patrol activity that will require Scouts to apply compass skills—for example, a small orienteering course.


1. Goals: At the end of this presentation, participants should be able to…
	Hi, I’m _____. We’re going to talk about how to use colors and symbols to read a map.


2. Discovery: What do they already know? What do they need to know?
	[?] Who can tell me what kind of map this is? [topographic map, part of standard set made by USGS]

Five basic things that every topo map must have. [?] Anyone know? (think who, what, where, etc.)

[compass rose, scale, date, name of map maker, and name of quadrangle… explain each briefly]  

Notice there’s no legend. Way too many possible symbols. But all topo maps use the same standard colors and symbols.


3. Teaching and learning: Explain, Demonstrate, and Guide the learner through the skill.
	Colors: ask what each represents:

· Green [forest]

· White [open areas like fields, meadows, yards]

· Blue [water]

· Black [anything manmade—show examples of bldgs, RR tracks, power lines, boundaries, roads]

· Red [major roads]

· Pink (certain maps only) [built-up or urban areas]

· Brown [contour lines]

More about contour lines:

· Each line is a line of constant elevation.

· Show “contour interval” at bottom of map. 
· Closer together = steeper

· [?] Use matching cards to see how well they get it.

Symbols: Go through flash cards. Ask them what each item is.


4. Application: Enable the learner to apply the skill or knowledge they have learned.
	If time, divide into teams, give each team a map, and name colors/symbols to find as quickly as possible.


5. Evaluation: Did we reach the goals?
	- [?] What are the five things every map must have?

- Ask questions about colors, then go through map symbol flash cards again.


Summary: Your closing message—final thoughts.
	Any questions? Remember these skills; if you’re lost in the wilderness, you might need them!
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