SETTING UP A CAMPSITE


Presentation Plan – 10 minutes

Your goals as an instructor:
	Know the skill before I teach. The Scouts should see that I know what I’m doing. Keep everyone involved and let them learn by doing.


Materials:
	Flipchart w/ markers; blank pieces of paper and pencils.


Preparation:
	Practice! Draw model campsites on flipchart. Come up with campsite “situations.” 


Other notes:

	The “application” activity can differ from group to group. Remember to incorporate any new ideas a previous group may have given you.


1. Goals: At the end of this presentation, participants should be able to…
	Hi, I’m _____.  We’re going to talk about how to set up a campsite.


2. Discovery: What do they already know? What do they need to know?
	[?] Who’s gone camping with a group of people before?

[?] How was your campsite arranged? Would you say that arrangement worked out?


3. Teaching and learning: Explain, Demonstrate, and Guide the learner through the skill.
	Explain where to locate a campsite:
· Proximity to (drinking) water is important; however, keep site at least 200 feet from water.

· In an existing site if possible.
· Not in a low area or on an incline.

Explain how to arrange your site. Show arrangements of model campsites on flipchart as you talk about the arrangement. Tell the scouts that a campsite can be arranged in any shape, but tents, food, and fire should be separated from each other.  

A properly arranged campsite will be convenient and will allow for a flow through the site.  
· “Square” Troop size campsite: Patrols form “L” in each corner. Cooking and leaders’ tents towards center of site. Use dining fly or carport for cooking/gathering.

· Rows of tents facing front of site. Cooking/gathering area in front of the site. 
· Patrol campsite: Tents in a circle with doors facing the center.

· Leave-no-trace/wilderness camping – “Bermuda Triangle:” No tents w/in 50 ft of triangle sump, dining fly, and bear bags. Cooking takes place inside triangle. Tents are close together but not too close.


4. Application: Enable the learner to apply the skill or knowledge they have learned.
	Split the group up into smaller groups; give them blank paper and pencil. Give the whole group different situations and ask them to draw how they would arrange the site accordingly. Example: “The whole troop is going camping and you have a wide open area to arrange the site; how would you arrange your site?”


5. Evaluation: Did we reach the goals?
	[?]  How did your idea for campsite arrangement compare to everyone else’s ideas?
[?]  Now, when you go camping, are you going to take the time to think about the arrangement of your site?


Summary: Your closing message—final thoughts.
	Remember that campsite arrangement is important. You may not notice that your campsite is arranged properly, but you will notice when it’s NOT arranged properly because it can cause problems with your camping experience.  
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