RUNNING A CAMPFIRE



Presentation Plan – 10 minutes

Your goals as an instructor:
	Keep everyone involved. Spread enthusiasm about what a successful campfire can be.


Materials:
	Campfire planning sheet (one copy per scout); blank flip chart or whiteboard


Preparation:
	Practice!


Other notes:

	


1. Goals: At the end of this presentation, participants should be able to…
	Hi, I’m _____. We’re going to talk about:
· What ingredients make a good campfire.

· How you can plan and run a good campfire.


2. Discovery: What do they already know? What do they need to know?
	[?] Why do we have campfires? (write ideas on flip chart or whiteboard) [fun, fellowship, encourage scouts to be creative, help people get over stage fright and learn to perform]

[?] What’s the best campfire you can remember from a campout or summer camp? What made it good? (have an open discussion, but keep it short and under control)


3. Teaching and learning: Explain, Demonstrate, and Guide the learner through the skill.
	[?] A good campfire has four ingredients that all start with “S.” Do you know what they are? (write correct answers on flip chart or whiteboard):
· Songs: lots of varieties—rousing, participatory, funny, slow
[?] Ask for an example of each type
· Stunts or skits: funny skits, magic tricks, contests, run-ons in between (example: “It’s all around me! It’s all around me!” “What?” “My belt!”)
[?] Where can you get new ideas? [books, internet, scripts from comedy shows, etc.] 
· Stories: ghost story, adventure story, “tall tale,” or something else that grabs the audience’s attention 

· Showmanship:
[?] What does this mean? [Enthusiastic MC; how you light the fire; costumes; lighting; surprises]

Order is important – “Follow the Fire” (write this phrase down)

· Light the fire, it starts blazing; time to get everyone excited
[?] How do we do that? [Rousing songs that everyone can participate in]

· Fire burning strongly – time for funny skits and other songs; try to alternate 
· Fire dying down – time to slow it down with a story
· End with Scoutmaster’s minute and slow song (kumbaya or Scout vespers)


4. Application: Enable the learner to apply the skill or knowledge they have learned.
	· Use campfire planning sheet to plan a campfire. Can do as a patrol or divide into smaller groups.

· The assignment: Use “Follow the Fire” method to plan a balanced campfire program with 10 items.


5. Evaluation: Did we reach the goals?
	[?] What are the four “S’s”?
[?] Let’s say you’re in charge of planning and running a campfire. What can you do to make it good?


Summary: Your closing message—final thoughts.
	There are lots of reasons why we have campfires. They add a lot of fun to a camping trip. If you use some of these ideas we talked about today, you can make every campfire an experience you’ll remember.
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