FOLLOW AND TAKE A BEARING

Presentation Plan – 10 minutes

Your goals as an instructor:
	Know the skill before I teach. The Scouts should see that I know what I’m doing. Keep everyone involved and let them learn by doing.


Materials:
	One compass per scout; large demonstration compass


Preparation:
	Practice!


Other notes:

	This is a good skill to teach before an inter-patrol activity that will require Scouts to apply compass skills—for example, a small orienteering course.


1. Goals: At the end of this presentation, participants should be able to…
	Hi, my name is ____. We’re going to talk about:

(1) How to follow a bearing, and (2) How to take a bearing to an object.


2. Discovery: What do they already know? What do they need to know?
	[?] What’s a bearing?

[?] How many degrees are on the compass? [360]

[?] What’s zero degrees? [N] 180? [S] What’s west? [270] East? [90]


3. Teaching and learning: Explain, Demonstrate, and Guide the learner through the skill.
	Basic rules to remember:

· [?] Which part of the compass points north? [red part of compass needle]

· [?] What’s this arrow called? [direction-of-travel arrow]. Explain that we always point it in the direction we’re going to travel.
Following a bearing (demonstrate on teaching compass)

· Turn the dial so the number you want is lined up with direction-of-travel arrow.

· Turn yourself until the needle matches the orienting arrow.

Ask one scout to demonstrate to the group. Then ask everyone to follow a bearing of 19 degrees.

Taking a bearing (demonstrate on teaching compass) = the opposite: when you see an object and you want to know which direction it is. It can help you figure out where you are on a map, for example.

· Point the direction-of-travel arrow toward the object.

· Turn the dial until the orienting arrow matches the needle.

Ask everyone to take a bearing to the same object, then to different objects.


4. Application: Enable the learner to apply the skill or knowledge they have learned.
	Practice taking and following bearings in the time that remains.


5. Evaluation: Did we reach the goals?
	[?] Ask group to explain the steps of following a bearing: [turn dial to align number with direction-of-travel arrow, then turn yourself until needle matches orienting arrow]. Ask about steps to take a bearing, too.


Summary: Your closing message—final thoughts.
	· Basic rules: Red part of needle points north.

· Direction-of-travel points in the direction you want to travel!

· Needle should line up with orienting arrow.
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