THE “EDGE” METHOD



Presentation Plan – 25 minutes

Your goals as an instructor:
	Keep everyone involved; learn by doing. Prepare Scouts for the EDGE advancement requirement.


Materials:
	“EDGE” handout and paper hat handout (one copy per scout); sheets of newspaper for everyone (must be broadsheet size, like the Boston Globe); flip chart; paper hat lesson plan


Preparation:
	Practice! Prepare flip chart with EDGE steps.


Other notes:

	This session will give Scouts some basic knowledge about the EDGE method and a chance to practice the skill. But that doesn’t mean we should sign off a Scout’s EDGE advancement requirement simply because he participated in this session. Instead, each Scout needs to take this knowledge, keep practicing, and then demonstrate on his own that he has mastered the skill of teaching.


1. Goals: At the end of this presentation, participants should be able to…
	· Understand how people learn.
· Know the four steps of the “EDGE” method.

· Use the “EDGE” method to teach a skill. 


2. Discovery: What do they already know? What do they need to know?
	[?] What are some of ways you learn information? What senses do you use? (put on flip chart) [hear, see, do]
[?] If we’re going to teach how to tie a square knot, which of these ways do you think would work best?


3. Teaching and learning: Explain, Demonstrate, and Guide the learner through the skill.
	People learn differently. So the best thing is to combine methods: 
· Hearing: by explaining how to do something
· Seeing: show how it’s done; use visual aids

· Doing: hands-on, actually practice a skill

BSA has a method called “EDGE.” It has four steps for teaching a skill: (show flip chart and give handout)

· Explain what the skill is, why it’s important, and how it’s done.
· Demonstrate the skill and explain what you’re doing.

· Guide the learner while he tries the skill for the first time.

· Enable the learner to try the skill on his own. Watch and help if needed.
Let’s see an example of “EDGE.” We’re going to do it with paper hats. (talk about the four steps as you go)
· Explain: Show examples of paper hats, talk about why they’re useful, talk about materials needed.

· Demonstrate: Show how to make a hat.

· Guide: Hand out newspapers and handouts, and walk everyone through the steps one at a time.

· Enable: Ask everyone to unfold their hat and then try it again on their own.


4. Application: Enable the learner to apply the skill or knowledge they have learned.
	Give each Scout a chance to use “EDGE” to teach a basic knot. Divide into small groups (as small as possible), each with an experienced instructor to guide them through the steps as they take turns teaching.


5. Evaluation: Did we reach the goals?
	[?] What are some of the different ways people learn?
[?] Ask Scouts to name and explain the four steps of “EDGE.”


Summary: Your closing message—final thoughts.
	Scouting is about you running your own troop—not adults. As you get older, it’ll be up to you to teach skills to the younger scouts. “EDGE” is a simple method you can use whenever you need to teach someone a new skill.
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